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Australian adviser to the Generalissimo, and personal
friend of Chang Hsueh-liang, to make the first trip to
Sian on the Monday after the coup. Having re-
assured himself as to the safety and personal comfort
of the prisoner, Mr. Donald sent messages to this
effect to Nanking; on the same day, Chang Hsueh-
liang telegraphed again to the Government, inviting
any official representative with adequate powers to
come to Sian and discuss the whole question of a
change of national policy along the lines suggested
by the Eight-Point Programme. If satisfactory assur-
ances were given that civil war would not be waged by
the Government on the North-west, Chang was pre-
pared at this stage to release the Generalissimo.
But no one came from Nanking, which seemed to
see no possible solution but war.
The military situation was complicated. On De-
cember 13th the Tungpei troops at Lanchow, capital
of Kansu, had taken their cue from the events of the
day before, and revolted against the control of the
Central Government. This put military power in that
province in the hands of Yu Hsueh-chang (who flew
back to Lanchow from Sian shortly after the coup)
and his lieutenant, Chio Chun-cheng. Hu Chung-
nan, the Nanking general who had been so badly
defeated by the Reds in Kansu three weeks before
and had withdrawn to the south-east, found himself
isolated with his First Army in a very difficult position
near Tiensui. There were other Nanking troops in
north Shensi under Kao Kwei-sze and Kao Shuang-
chen; but the Red Army could look after them. If
Nanking was to make any effective attack, it must be
along the Lunghai railway from Tungkwan. Military